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Apphcmts appreciate the Exaroiner's careful study of the pendmg application and 

claims. 

In this non-final O0jce Action, the Examiner objected to the specification under 35 
U.S.C. §132 for the introduction of new nflatter. Specifically, the Examiner states that the 
"added matedal is the limitation that the inner layer 'consists essentially of a chemically 
inert pressure resistant structural polymer is new matter, because the original disclosure only 
states that the inner layer comprisscs a chemically inert pressure resistant structural polymer.*' 
The Examiner further objected to Claims 4-5, 7-8, and 13-15 under 37 CFR § 1.75(c), as 
being of improper dependent fonn for foiling to fUrtber limit the subject matter of a previous 
claimL 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1,4-8, 13-15, and 36 under 35 U.S.C §112, first 
paragraph. The Exatnicer states that "The limitation that the mncr layer 'consists essentially 
of a chemically-inert pressure resistant structural polymer described in Claims 1 and 38 arc 
new matter because the original disclosure fails to teaches the inner layer as beimg fom[ied of 
only a chemically-inert pressure resistant structural polymer." The Examiner also states tiiat 
'the claims limiting the scope of the inner layer to oaly a chenoicaJly inert pressure resistant 
structural polymer and ingredients that don't materially affect the basic and novel properties 
of the claimed strucmre presents new matter in the application.'* 

The Examiner further rejected Claims 13-15 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, 
fbr depending &om a cancelled claim. 

The Examiner further maintained the previous rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102 as 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 5,556,673 to Giraud. 

The ExanuncT also indicated allowable subject matter. Claim 38 is allowed as it 
stands. Claims 5-8 and 13-15 would be allowable if rewritten to ovcroomc the claim 
objections, to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening cjaimis, and 
the rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph. 
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liti response. Applicants luave amended independent Claim 1 to include the recitations 
of Claims 4 and 6, now cancelled. Claim 7 is rewritten as an independent claim amd includes 
the recitations of original Claims 1 and 7. Claim 5 is currently amended to depend from 
Claim 1 and Claims 13-15 are cunently amended to ultimately depend from Claim 38. 

Regarding the objection under 35 U.S.C. §132 for tbe introduction of new matter, 
Applicants respectfully submit that dns objection is impropriate in light of 
MPEP §706.03(0) and MPEP §2111 ,03. The "coi3sisting essentially of* language is . 
narrower in scope than the "compriaing'* language it replaced Therefore, no new matter is 
introduced; rather, the disclosed matter is separated into matter that is a "basic and novel 
characteristic*' of the claimed invention and matter that does not matetially affect Ihe ^asic 
and novel characteristic" of the claimed invention. 

Likewise, Applicants rcspoctfuliy submit that the rej ection of Claims 1 , 4-8, 13-15, 
and 36 under 35 U.S.C. §112» first paragraph, for the inclusion of new matter is also 
inappropriate. The Examiner contends diat '*fbe inner layer 'consists essentially of a' 
chemically-inert pressure resistant stiucmral polymer dcscxibcd in Claims I and 38 are new 
matter because the original disclosure Mis to teaches the inner layer as being formed of only 
a chemically-^inert pressure resistant structural polymer." Applicants assume that the 
Examiner intends to refer to Claim 36, because Claim 38 is allowed. The Examiner's point, 
however, is moot^ booauao tho diaoloawo dooa in fact tcaoh tho layer as being foimcd of a 
chemicallytinert pressure resistant structural polymer. The contention that the "consists 
essentially of language introduces new matter is to say that "consists essentially of* is not 
disclosed or is wholly unsupported. This is clearly not the case. Thus, Applicant respectfully 
requests that the objection under 35 U.S.C. §132 and the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §112, first 
paragraph, for the inclusion of new matter be withdrawn. 

Regarding tine objections to Claims 4-5, 7-8. and 13-15 under 37 CFR L75(c), 
Applicants have cancelled Claim 4. Claim 5 properly depends from independent Claim 1 . 
Claim 13 is currently amended to properly depend from independent Claim 38, and Claims 
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14-15 pxopedy depend from Claim 13. Theicfbre, Applicants respectfully request that this 
objectioQ be witbdrawa. Claim 13 as amended further vacates the rejection of Clainas 13-15 
under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph, for being dependent finm a cancelled claim. Claim 
13 as amended and Claims 14-15 are now ultimately dependent from allowed Claim 38. 

Regarding the Examiner's maintenance of the 35 US.C. §102 rejection of Claims 1^ 
4» and 36 as anticipated by Oiraud, independent Claim 1 is currently amended to incoiporate 
the recitations of Claims 4 and 6, now cancelled. Giraud fails to Include outer and inner 
layers formed of tetrafluorcthylene polymer. Thus* Claims 1 and 36 do not read on the 
Giraud patent and Applicants respectfully request titiat the 35 U,S.C. § 102 rejection be 



Therefhtc, Applicants submit that ClaimiJ 1, 5, 7-8, 13-15, 36, and 38 overcome the 
objections and nqjections applied to date. Allowance of the claims is thus respeetiEuUy 
requested at the earliest possible opportunity. 
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withdrawn. 




mesM. Corbitt, Ph.D. 
JB.No. 52,768 
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U.S. Patent end 'nadeinark Office, c/o Technology Center 1700, Attn: Examiner 
Chria Bruen|eSp at oentraUzed facsixnile number 703-872-9306 on November 8. 

Patricia Siunniere 
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